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from them his most charming lessons. The birds of heaven, the
"sea, the mountains, and the games of children, furnished in turn the
subject of his instructions. His style had nothing of the Grecian
in it, but approached much more to that of the Hebrew para-
bolists, and especially of sentences from the Jewish doctors,
his contemporaries, such as we read them in the " Pirke Aboth."
His teachings were not very extended, and formed a species
of sorites in the style of the Koran, which, joined together,
afterwards composed those long discourses which were writ-
ten by Matthew.1 No transition united these diverse pieces;
generally, however, the same inspiration penetrated them and
made them one. It was, above all, in parable that the master
excelled. Nothing in Judaism had given him the model of this
delightful style.2 He created it. It is true that we find in the
Buddhist books parables of exactly the same tone and the same
character as the Gospel parables;3 but it is difficult to admit
that a Buddhist influence lias been exercised in these. The spirit
of gentleness and the depth of feeling which equally animate
infant Christianity and Buddhism, suffice perhaps to explain these
analogies.

A total indifference to exterior life and the vain appanage of
the " comfortable," which our drearier countries make necessary
to us, was the consequence of the sweet and simple life lived
in Galilee. Cold climates, by compelling man to a perpetual con-
test with external nature, cause too much value to be attached
to researches after comfort and luxury. On the other hand, the
countries which awaken few desires are the countries of idealism
and of poesy. The accessories of life are there insignificant com-
pared with the pleasure of living. The embellishment of the
house is superfluous, for it is frequented as little as possible. The

1 This is what the Ao'yto inputted were called Papias, in Eusebius, H. E.t iii.
80.

a The apologue, as we find it in Judges ix. 8, and foUowing, 2 Sam. xii. 1, and
following, only resembles the Gospel parable in form. The profound originality
of the latter is in the thought with which it is filled.

8 See especially the Lotus of the Good Law, chap. iii. and iv,